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As this newsletter hits your letterbox I’m returning from a couple of weeks in Cambodia, Vietnam and India. You’ll see more 
of that trip in the next newsletter. So, although I’ve traded the wind and rain of winter for sunny, humid climates these 
past few weeks, fundraising-wise my focus is still on winter! Winter Kits for Mongolian kids to be more specific. 

Our version of winter in NZ just does not compare to the harsh 
weather experienced in the vast and rugged land of Mongolia. 
We’re talking temperatures as low as -40C! And for those struggling 
financially, the necessary heating and clothing to keep warm are 
unaffordable. In fact, many children from disadvantaged families end 
up not attending school over winter because they simply don’t have 
the right gear! 
This winter we’re aiming to help clothe 200 Mongolian kids with 
warm winter jackets and boots to keep them cosy and healthy 
throughout the cold months – there’ll even be multivitamins for 
those who need them. Genesis Asian Outreach Mongolia (GAOM) 
selects kids aged 6-14 years who are identified by social workers, 
local authorities and churches as needing extra help. Many of these 
children are living in challenging situations – for example, orphans, 
kids with single-parents who are temporarily living in another 
family’s overcrowded home, or kids who’re expected to take care of 
their disabled parents.
Local churches are involved in distributing the Winter Kits, so 
church leaders and volunteers get the opportunity to connect with 
these families and form a network of support around them. Not 
only do they receive warm clothing, but also encouragement and 
hope by hearing the message of God’s love for them and seeing it 
demonstrated in a real way. 
On my last visit to Mongolia, I met the lady being prayed for in the 
picture below. She has 5 children, ages 1-18 years and was recently 

divorced from her alcoholic/abusive husband. She 
was previously a Shaman (a person regarded as 

having access to, and influence in, the world of good and evil spirits). 
Last winter, three of her children received Winter Kits and because 
of that generosity she experienced through a local church, she was 
set free and became a believer in Christ! 
Her family got a fair bit more than warmth 
out of those Winter Kits!
I’d love for you to support this cause with 
us! You can provide a Winter Kit for a child 
with a one-off payment of $120 or by 
giving $10 per month. Donations can be 
set up to this account: 01-0434-0091261-
02 (reference: “Mongolia Winter Kits”) or 
you can donate with credit card online at 
www.asianoutreach.org.nz/winterkits.
Blessings,

GLENN CARTER, AONZ Director

Kiwi mission team prays for a new 
believer whose children receive Winter Kits

Happy kids wearing their new winter jackets and 
boots presented to them by Genesis AOM staff 
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A Puzzling Past 
Made Clearer in

Cambodia
Travelling to Cambodia is eye-opening for most Kiwis but 

for 36 year-old Hong Chhour, it was a uniquely special 
experience. As the New Zealand-born son of Cambodian 

refugees, the journey was about connecting with a culture and 
country that was familiar and foreign all at once. “I wasn’t told a lot 
about my parents' story which is part of the reason why I’m trying 
to find my own roots now,” said Hong, prior to embarking on the 
trip.

With only snippets of information to go by, Hong’s limited view of his 
family’s history involves his parents having to flee their village (likely 
because his father was Chinese) and walk hundreds of kilometres 
to a refugee camp in Thailand. His mother was caught by the 
Khmer Rouge at some point along the journey and she and Hong’s 
older sister were made to work in the rice fields before befriending 
a guard’s wife and escaping. His mother gave birth to Hong’s 
older brother in the camp and later the family proceeded on to 
New Zealand where Hong was born. The English language never 
really 'clicked' for Hong's parents but despite growing up in an 
exclusively Khmer-speaking home, his fluency has waned through 
lack of use. But his rusty Khmer was a huge asset on the trip. It 
allowed him to converse with locals unaided by an interpreter 
and connect more easily with the staff and kids at Asian Outreach 
Cambodia (AOC).

Hong had wanted to travel to his 
parents' homeland for many years, but his 
responsibilities raising four children had to 
come first. When his older two daughters 
had the opportunity to be part of an AONZ 
mission trip to Cambodia through KingsWay 
School last year, Hong put his hand up to 
join too. However, the group was already at 
capacity so he continued to wait patiently 
for the next scheduled trip with a small 
group of five other kiwi adults, led by Glenn 
Carter (AONZ Director).

The team’s itinerary included a tour 
of ‘The Killing Fields’ and the Tuol Sleng 
Museum – both sobering memorial sites 

to educate about 
the genocide in which over a million 
Cambodians lost their lives under the 
Khmer Rouge regime. Hong found this visit 
confronting and walked away with a sense 
of gratitude that his parents were among 
the lucky ones who managed to flee. 

Before travelling, Hong felt quite 
disconnected from Cambodian culture: “I 
was never really able to learn 
much about the culture even 
though I lived in a Cambodian 
household. There are a lot of 
missing pieces to the puzzle in 
my life,” he said. Having now 

returned home, although the details are 
still blurry, Hong has a greater sense of 
appreciation for what his parents came out 
of and what they provided for him in New 
Zealand. Hong hopes to return to Cambodia 
in the future with his wife: "I met people 
on the trip who have inspired me and I feel 
that my journey is just beginning."

“I experienced mixed 
emotions - joy spending 
time with the children 

and youth, sadness seeing 
poverty and oppression, 
helplessness seeing such 

huge need and frustration 
seeing the wealth that the 
country has” (Hong Chhour).

 The team of six kiwis found their visits to genocide memorial sites very 
confronting.

Glenn (AONZ Director) checking out the flood waters in Stung Treng 
township. 

Mainstream media often gives the millennial generation a bad rap, 
labelling them ‘self-absorbed’ and ‘attention-craving’. And even in 
missions-circles people are questioning whether those stereotype 

traits are responsible for dwindling numbers of young people committing their 
lives to cross-cultural mission. While we can’t deny recruiting millennials into 
missions is a global challenge, we can introduce you to a young couple who 
have made sacrifice and service a big part of their life-story. 

Jared and Emily Reid (both 35 years) 
experienced short term mission trips in a 
handful of developing countries during their 
YWAM training and through that process, 
realised they were up for the challenge of 
long-term cross-cultural mission. They took 
up roles at Asian Outreach Cambodia (AOC), 
stationed in Stung Treng, four and a half 
years ago. Since then they have witnessed 
themselves and the organisation maturing 
and developing under God’s grace and 
guidance. 

Now holding the position of AOC’s 
Executive Director, Jared is focused on 
helping develop the senior management 
team and empowering them to take 
ownership of AOC. “We want to have a 
sustainable organisation where we can step 
back and decrease our involvement and the 
organisation can continue to thrive and be 
run by the locals,” he says.

Jared doesn’t see himself as a ‘missionary’, 
although technically that’s what he is. 
To him the word carries old-fashioned 
connotations of well-intentioned people 

ignorantly imposing their beliefs and ideals 
on communities with little regard for culture. 
Of course, that approach has long been 
recognised as unhealthy and inappropriate. 
But it seems to Jared, and perhaps others 
of his generation too (if the ‘dwindling 
numbers’ are anything to go by) that the 
term ‘missionary’ has an unattractive stigma. 
Talk to him about investing in people though, 
and the response is passionately positive: 
“We rely heavily on God to change people’s 
hearts and minds and thinking and to 
develop them… and it’s a real privilege to be 
part of the journey and process,” he says. 

Emily is also currently in a phase of 
helping AOC staff transition into greater 
responsibilities. Moving forward, she 
will remain with the busy job of Guest 
Coordinator at the Hope Centre. Whether 
connecting with local Cambodian colleagues 
or visitors from abroad, cultural sensitivity is 
central to Emily’s approach. “Having grown 
up in a western mindset and now living in a 
culture that has an eastern mindset, we’re 
always learning to adapt and understand 

The Generation  
of Sustainability

Empowering 
Without 
Imposing

Jared and Emily are in their fifth year of service at AOC in Stung Treng, Cambodia. 

Emily handing out school bags and uniforms to children 
supported by AOC’s Assisting Children to School programme.

where each other are coming from,” says 
Emily.

Although Jared and Emily are all for 
embracing Cambodian culture, they’re 
quick to admit the challenges of living as 
westerners in Stung Treng. At times they feel 
quite isolated – with the closest city four 
hours away, there are few expats around, 
and they miss being able to relate to people 
of a similar background and upbringing as 
them. But to Jared and Emily, the privilege 
of being part of what God is doing in 
their Cambodian community is worth that 
sacrifice. 

As for recommending a mission-oriented 
life to other millennials, the pair readily 
testify of God’s faithfulness and provision 
when stepping out and making such a 
commitment. To other young people 
considering missions they would advise: 
“Pursue it, start talking to missionaries and 
organisations and reading books…trust God 
just like he’s provided for us and our whole 
organisation. Trust him and follow him with 
what you’ve got happening in your heart.”

Jared and Emily enjoy a team-building day with 
AOC staff on the Mekong River.



Rural Mongolia!

Asian Outreach New Zealand

AONZ Social Media Highlights
If you’re into social media, then get your smartphone out now and connect with us 
on facebook and instagram! We’ll sprinkle your newsfeed with an array of striking 
images from the mission field, inspiring insights and prayer points. Here’s an 
assortment of posts from the past few months. But if screentime’s 
not your thing then enjoy these 
social media highlights on good-
old tangible paper!

So-called “Lennon Walls” have sprung up all over 

Hong Kong with posters and notes opposing 

government and police actions. Critical times for the 

people of this city - pray for Hong Kong.

Praise God, we’ve reached the target - 
$23,000 raised for a 4WD Toyota Land 
Cruiser Prado to be used for church-planting 
and other ministry activities in Mongolia. We 
thank all who donated towards or prayed for 
this cause! 

No doubt you will have read in our previous 
communications about the desperate need 
for this vehicle. You will know about Pastor 

Tuugii regularly undertaking ten-hour long 
journeys across the rugged Mongolian 
countryside to disciple new believers at the 
rapidly-growing church in Bat-Ulzii. And 
you’ll be aware of his vision to plant more 
churches in rural Mongolia – to bring God’s 
message of hope to the ‘unreached’ and 
nurture those who open-heartedly accept it. 
This vehicle is much more than a transport 
upgrade; it’s a strategic tool to accelerate 

the spread of the gospel through Mongolia. 
It will also be used by the Genesis Asian 
Outreach Mongolia (GAOM) team as they 
expand their LifeSkills Values Education 
programme into schools in two additional 
cities, creating a need for team-leaders from 
the capital to travel hundreds of kilometres 
to support new staff members. We look 
forward to bringing you pictures of the 
actual vehicle once it has been purchased.

New Wheels to Accelerate the Gospel in Mongolia

Asian Outreach Cambodia is on the hunt for native 
English speakers to come and help teach English 
classes at The Hope Centre in Stung Treng. Email 
emilyreidaoc@gmail.com for more information!

Mission life can be hard and dirty but so worth it. The team at Asian Outreach Cambodia are committed to reaching the villages no matter  the road-conditions. 
This picture (from a Dong village in China) reminds 

us of the cautious balancing-act required of a 

missionary in a restricted access country.

https://www.facebook.com/AOCambodia/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARC7lU6h3Vvv-8YwFSS2i1rnBgqq55RbDIk_0jFm86rvVvN1YXIqAXj9gtLrn08ix9JzxieZY4E-vkvr&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAXLoWbTLchogXv2AIrcQlzy2_JO9bYCtpX67svT8Yw4mxkA1Zs18fJeUyOVjXUnExB8TCS6ibrhG-8Z6eVf3ubiEL9DOrHshFyGw1pUUUdDyIPrzMfXHCcqt3VW8M0Y7-NpmHxKIBfXPKCEw0_07yRC1rgkO6CaQnHCUXdN1BmVnqGoOm5u9VEHrj_CY2ZJMD-Et-frWXSamgpy2SJ2CEUc-kgNUFKy5IrTx21YNMF2Ob525nvOmLemUvijXTLYKJE8RlVslDdCLd3Bba_2WAzqidezACXwdBXkVF_AuKd9ipk_NebNatR2WzRlueiA_IhJt7B6tA8YEw-Zr7krwEJiyV_

