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Glenn’s Firsthand Report: Mongolian Church-Plant Thriving

H

aving recently returned from Mongolia, I can now
say from personal experience that the church-plant
we’re funding in Bat-Ulzii is growing in number and
strength! When we first heard of this church, there were
around 10 believers in the town (which has a population of
around 6,600). Fast-forward a couple of years and the church

now meets in a modest house gifted to them by a congregation
in Korea, and the building is fast becoming too small! As well as
Sunday services, this church now also hosts separate men’s and
women’s bible studies during the week and is having a growing
influence in the town.

When our team shared and preached at church meetings, around
50 locals turned up! And at our Sunday service, nine people
responded to the message, confessing a new belief in Jesus and a
desire to follow him.
We found a similar openness to the gospel when we visited nine
herding families in their Gers (traditional Mongolian tent-style
houses) further into the countryside. Two of these families (8
people in total), after hearing testimonies, being prayed for and
listening to the gospel message, decided they too want to commit
to following Christ. It was awesome being welcomed into these
homes and experiencing how receptive the Mongolian people are
to strangers and to prayer and the gospel.
Very few of the believers in Bat-Ulzii had their own bible. So, when
we turned up with 50 bibles, which we’d brought with us on our
10-hour journey from the capital, they were delighted. We were
also able to provide funding for 20 Mongolian audio bibles for
herding families, which also include Mongolian worship songs and
sermons.
The Bat-Ulzii church now has four local leaders being guided and
supported by Pastor Tuugii, who visits regularly from Ulaanbataar.
I’m so impressed with Tuugii’s commitment to discipling and his
passion for seeing the gospel preached in rural Mongolia. Thanks
to the generous donations towards this
church-plant project a year and a half
ago, together we’ve enabled Pastor
Tuugii to carry out this mission. If you’d
like to support him further, we’re now
fundraising for a 4WD vehicle which
he desperately needs to tackle the long
journeys on rough roads out to the
countryside (read more on page 2).

 Bat-Ulzii church members packed out the building for our weekend services
 Mission trip team members with a herding family
who decided to welcome Jesus into their lives
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Funding a Vehicle Fit for the Mission Field

From this to this
Will you join forces with us to equip Mongolian missionaries with a 4WD vehicle suitable for the outback? Courageous local
church-planters are committed to reaching rural Mongolia with the gospel and together, we can help transport them there.
It’s a big goal - $23,000 for a Toyota Landcruiser Prado. But nothing is impossible for God. We believe he will prompt hearts
all over NZ to give, until his workers get a vehicle fit for the mission-field he has called them to. Every little bit counts! Are you
willing to contribute?
The church-planters we support are currently
tackling the rough, dusty and potholed roads of rural
Mongolia with a borrowed Toyota Corolla. Not very
practical when it comes to fording rivers! The vehicle
we plan to fund will be owned by Genesis Asian
Outreach Mongolia (GAOM) and loaned to Pastor
Tuugii for his regular trips (which take around 10
hours) to Bat-ulzii. There he supports a newly planted
church which you can read more about on page 1.
And with another church plant opportunity on the
horizon, which is a further very slow 80 kms and 5
hours away on really rough roads, Tuugii’s need for
this vehicle is even more pressing!
On our recent visit, we had the privilege of praying
for God to equip Pastor Tuugii for his calling to reach

rural Mongolia. Now let’s equip him practically too.
As Tuugii often says: “The harvest is plentiful, but
the workers are few”. It’s time to get behind this
incredible worker and help bring the vision God has
given him for rural Mongolia to life!
The 4WD will also be used by GAOM staff in their
day to day work. Their LifeSkills Values Education
programme is expanding into schools in two
additional cities, creating a need for team-leaders
from the capital to travel hundreds of kilometres to
support new staff members.
Donation Details:
Account: 01-0434-0091261-02
Reference “Mongolia 4WD”

Praying for Pastor Tuugii on our recent trip to Mongolia 

A Great Man with a Mission
Moves On

With grateful hearts the AONZ board says thank you and farewell to James Muir as
he hangs up his AONZ hat after 20 years of involvement. At one time James served
as the organisation’s NZ Director and in more recent years, a Board member.
He will be greatly missed for his wisdom, relatability, pastoral care skills, and
commitment to the ‘big picture’.
During his studies at Faith Bible College (FBC) in Tauranga in the early 90s James headed to
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei for practical experience. A passion was ignited to
see people from different ethnic backgrounds come to know Christ, and his life’s work has
reflected that ever since.
Over the past decades James has served as a chaplain at several businesses,
established a prison ministry in the Bay of Plenty, been involved in a
Christian reconciliation network (Te Kohinga), established an intercultural
student outreach ministry and worked in various roles for both FBC and
AONZ.
James continues to coordinate prayer events in Tauranga City, run Kairos
mission courses in churches, and lead a group that connects with the
Muslim community. This man just does not slow down with age! He’s now
taken up an ambassador role, President of Alumni, with FBC and at the
publication of this article is travelling in Asia connecting with former college
graduates.



James helping disciple migrant workers in Malaysia

“We pray God’s favour over James as he continues to devote his gifts and
passion towards God’s mission of reconciliation among the nations,” says
Glenn Carter, AONZ Director.

A Family Holiday
Outside the Box

H

eading on a short-term mission to the
developing world is not everyone’s idea of an
ideal family holiday. But for Ian and Megan
Lamont and their three children (ages 17, 19 and
21 years), the timing was right. And the experience
became their most life-impacting family adventure to
date. Ian, a pastor at Northgate Baptist Church, had
always felt called to local mission. “But for me, going
to the developing world was scary, dirty, I’m a germfreak…and I thought, I just don’t think God has got
me to do that thing,” he says. But his interest in Asian
Outreach Cambodia’s (AOC’s) water and sanitation
projects pushed him over the line. With a civil
engineering background and a son studying to become
an Engineer, they were keen to see firsthand how wells
and water filters are changing lives. Before they knew it, they’d booked
tickets to India, Nepal and Cambodia for the whole family!
Connecting with other believers in a different
cultural context was eye-opening for Ian.
He went with little expectation about what
he could offer ministry-wise but running a
seminar for pastors in Stung Treng became a
significant contribution. “It was mind-blowing
to see how hungry these people were to
hear God’s Word and to be inspired and
encouraged,” says Ian. The experience gave
him an appreciation for how, whether rich
or poor, we are all equal in God’s eyes and
connected as the body of Christ.

 Ian joining a meeting of village pastors, discussing
their role in AOC's water and sanitation projects

 From left: Sarah, Matt, Megan, Ian and Daniel Lamont by the
Hooghly river in Calcutta

Sharing the trip as a family has led to some
very meaningful conversations as parents
and kids both continue to process their
experiences and insights together. “My family
mantra is ‘making memories’ – I’d rather
invest in making memories than stuff,” says
Ian. And those memories may even alter the
future-course for their children - Sarah (21
years) is pondering ideas of teaching in Nepal
and Matt (19 years) is keen to get involved in
water projects in Cambodia.

The Lamonts had supported cross-cultural
missionaries and projects financially for years
but engaging in overseas mission personally,
created a much more passionate connection
for them. Ian is now a mission trip convert
and recommends that everybody who has the
means, should go on a short-term trip. “Once
you’ve seen it, you can’t un-see it… and smelt
it and tasted it and talked to real humans who
are struggling…You get to realise that we live
like 5% of how the world lives, the other 95%
need us.”

Ian and sons checking out a village well installed by AOC 

The Power
of 120 Audio
Bibles!

A Change of Season for Mitchell

 Mitchell and colleagues with bags manufactured at their 'freedom business'

From Asia to Europe, missionary to student, single-guy to married man
- a lot of change is on the horizon for 24-year-old Mitchell. After serving at
a ‘freedom business’ for a year and half in a location which we can’t name
(for security reasons), God is leading Mitchell in a new direction for a new
season. When Mitchell followed his passion to use his marketing skills in a
missional business setting in Asia, he had no idea he would find his soulmate
there doing a very similar thing. Mitchell and his soon-to-be wife, Kirstine,
have recently moved to her homeland, Denmark, where they plan to marry
and complete further university studies. After they have upskilled themselves
and established their lives together as a married couple, they plan to return
to the same mission field where their friendship began. “Whatever lies ahead
for Mitchell and Kirstine, we pray God will direct their path and open up
opportunities for them to use their skills meaningfully for His kingdom,” says
Glenn Carter, AONZ Director.

We’re so excited to report that we’ve
exceeded our target of funding
100 solar-powered audio bibles
for illiterate Cambodians. Thanks
to many of you, we raised just over
$6000! And now 120 Cambodian
families - plus their friends and
acquaintances - will get the chance
to listen to God’s Word in their own
Khmer language. Electricity doesn’t
reach the homes of these villagers,
but let’s pray that God’s power will
transform their lives through his
Word.
When Glenn Carter, AONZ Director,
heads to Cambodia in September, he
will personally deliver the devices to the
small group of village pastors who he
promised them to on his last trip. “These
pastors do an incredible job with their
limited resources – many of them can’t
even read! And yet they’ve taken on the
challenge of evangelising and discipling
new believers. I can’t wait to bless them
with this gift,” says Glenn.
It’s not too late to donate if you’d still
like to! Every additional $50 we receive
will fund an extra device. Donations can
be made to our Asian Outreach bank
account:
01-0434-0091261-02 (reference
“Cambodia MegaVoice”).

Asian Outreach New Zealand

Mitchell is incredibly thankful to all who have supported him prayerfully and
financially. “It means a lot to me, to have had this community of kiwis who
believed God would work through me in Asia.” Mitchell built many connections
with local people during his time in Asia, shared about his faith in Jesus with
colleagues and friends and encouraged the believers that he fellowshipped
with. “So now I’m trusting God to nurture the seeds that I helped to sow,” says
Mitchell.
If you have supported Mitchell financially, we ask that you please cease your
donations at the end of July. If you already receive Mitchell’s email updates, then
he may continue to update you with his progress and future plans directly. If you
haven’t been receiving Mitchell’s blog through AONZ, and would like to stay in
the loop with his journey, then please email admin@asianoutreach.org.nz and
we will pass on your details to Mitchell.  

Mitchell and his fiancé Kirstine
will marry in Denmark this July 

